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The Lord hath done  

Great things 
For us; where of 

We are glad. 
Psalm 126:3, KJV 

http://www.mechanicsburgcob.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 6: “The Illuminated Scripture”      
                              – Jim Benedict 
 Worship Theme: The Bible isn’t just a book of 
ideas and stories to be learned or even memorized. It is 
a guide for how to live. There will be no written or oral 
test of our knowledge; the test of whether we really 
understand it will be how we treat others and care for 
creation. 
 Scripture: Acts 8:26-40 
 
October 13: “Widening the Welcome”      - Jim Benedict 
 Worship Theme: As God’s people, we need to 
be doing all we can to knock down walls and reach 
across fences, to show the world another way. 
 Scripture: Acts 10:44-48 
 
October 20: “Cold Water”                       - Jim Benedict 
 Worship Theme: Let your heart be filled with 
love and turn loose your imagination. Discover new ways 
to let others know that they matter to God and to you. 
 Scripture: Matthew 10:40-42 
 
October 27: “Called, Nurtured and Sent”     
                               - Jim Benedict 
 Worship Theme: We don’t have to be 
Superman. We don’t have to be faultless or know all the 
answers. We just need to be humble and willing to do 
what we can for the glory of God and our neighbors’ 
good. 
 Scripture: Mark 6:7-13 
 
 

Harvest 
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and 

curing every disease and every sickness.  When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion for them because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 

therefore, ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.” 

Matthew 9:35-38 
 

 Falling leaves and falling temperatures signal the arrival of 
autumn.  Pumpkins appear at markets and on porches, and children 
eagerly await the opportunity to go begging door-to-door on All 
Hallow’s Eve, better known as Halloween.  At high schools and 
colleges, weekends feature football games. But on farms, as the days 
grow shorter, the pace of work intensifies.  Autumn is the time for 
harvest. Farmers work from dawn to dusk, and often beyond, to 
bring in the crop.  It is a time of urgency. 
 Jesus, in teaching his disciples, used the metaphor of harvest 
to point out the urgency of their mission.  As Jesus looked around, he 
saw people struggling – “harassed and helpless” as we read in the 
gospel.  He saw people suffering, hungry, anxious, uncertain.  And 
what he saw inspired compassion in him.  He did what he could 
directly, but he also called on others to respond to the needs. 
 Through the scriptures and the Holy Spirit, God is still calling.  
Look around.  Do you see people struggling, suffering, harassed and 
helpless?  These are the ones we are called to care for, reach out to, 
and include in our faith community.  For Jesus, true evangelism was 
not just “winning souls,” but gathering in the lost and forsaken, the 
broken and the oppressed.  We welcome all, of course, in Jesus’ 
name.  But we place a special emphasis, as Jesus did, on those 
whom others neglect or even scorn. 
 The church will flourish and grow if it attends to the mission 
Jesus set forth.  I hope we will here in Mechanicsburg. 

        
 

Peace,  
 
Pastor Jim 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MCOB News 

& Activities 

Love Feast will be held on 

Sunday, October 6th at 6:00 p.m. 

It’s College Student Care Package Time!  
 

We are collecting individually wrapped snacks, treats and other 
helpful goodies to send to all the college students connected to 
our congregation. Right now, we know of about a dozen or so 
who are either on campus or are commuters. Please bring your 
donations by Sunday, October 13, 2024 and place them in 
the designated bin by the coat rack across from the Pastor’s 
Office. We will then pack the boxes and get them in the mail to 
our students that week.  
Just a note for those of you who prefer to donate to the 
mailing costs and purchase of additional items for the boxes (if 
necessary) ….. At this time, there are sufficient funds in the 
budget to cover the costs of anything we may need and the 
mailing costs. 
 
Thank you, on behalf of our students, for your generous support 
of this project each spring and fall! 
 
PARENTS: Please check the list on the bulletin board to be sure 
we have the correct address for your student. If it’s correct, just 
mark “OK”. If it’s not, please write the correct one. Did we miss 
anyone??? 

Join us in person on Sunday 

mornings! 

 

Stop by the Welcome Center for a 

cup of coffee, tea, or cocoa before 

Sunday School at 9 a.m. 

 

Our Worship Service begins in the 

sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. 

 

You may also join us by Zoom or 

Live Stream. Search for 

Mechanicsburg Church of the 

Brethren on You Tube. 

 

For the latest worship and activity 

information, visit our website. 

www.mechanicsburgcob.org or follow 

us on Facebook. 
 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

http://www.mechanicsburgcob.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch & Learn Fellowship 
Wednesday, October 16th at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Guest Speaker: Mary Bach. 
 
Mary is a long-time nationally recognized, 
independent Consumer Advocate.  
As a volunteer, she is also Chair of the AARP 
Pennsylvania Consumer Issues Task Force.  

Are you 
getting 
what 
you 
paid 
for?  

Do you ever feel 
“ripped off” in the 
market place? Do you 
understand 
Pennsylvania’s 
amusing and confusing 
sales tax applications? 
When you pump a 
gallon of gas, how do 
you know that that is 
what you received? 
Have you noticed that 
packages are shrinking 
the amount of product 
we get for the price we 
pay?  

When selecting merchandise, do you have to hunt for 
the price? Have you ever been over charged at a 
scanner check out register? Your shopping trips will 
never be the same after this entertaining and 
educational presentation packed with important 
consumer information.  

 

 
where the guests were able to shop for 
unwrapped gifts for the whole family. 
 
This season, we are only accepting new clothing 
for children through tweens. No adult clothing, 
except what is listed on the Wish List. 
 
Thank you for your generosity and love to our 
neighbors in need especially during this 
challenging time. With your support, we can 
make this Season filled with Hope and Love. 
 
   Please pick up a copy of the  
   Christmas Wish List, available  
   in the narthex and place  
   your unwrapped items in  
   the designated box  
   by  
   Thursday, December 5th. 
 

New Hope Christmas 
Blessing Express . . . 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial to the Lost 
October 20– November 2 

The Harrisburg Chapter of Heeding 
God’s Call to End Gun Violence 
presented a Sunday School session 
during the Summer. You may recall 
Gerald Rhoades’ class.  
 
Their ‘Memorial to the Lost’ will be 
in our front yard from October 20 – 
November 2 to raise awareness and 
support advocacy against gun 
violence.  
 
The Memorial will consist of tee 
shirts for local people killed in the 
past 3 years (approximately 170). 
 
Volunteers are needed to set up on 
Sunday, October 20th. A sign-up 
sheet is located in the narthex by 
the office window. 
 

New Hope Thanksgiving Blessing 
 
We bless our guests with a 
Thanksgiving basket each year.  
 
The following items are some 
suggestions: turkey, gravy, canned 
corn, canned green beans, canned 
yams, boxed potatoes, canned fruit 
cocktail, cranberry sauce, boxed 
stuffing, and dry beans. 
 
Please place your items in the 
designated box by November 7th. 
 
Turkeys should be placed in the freezer. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Church Book Club will meet on 
Monday, October 28, 2024 on Zoom. 
 
This month’s selection is “West with Giraffes” 
by Lynda Rutledge. 
 
The Discussion Leader is Jill Risser. 

Congregational Forum 

Sunday, October 27th  

 

A carry-in meal will take place 

immediately following worship.  
 

 

Please bring a hot and/or cold dish to share, as well as a 

place setting for each family member. The business 

meeting will begin around 12:30 p.m. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MCOB News 

& Activities 

District & 

Community 

News 
 

News from Camp Eder 
Senior Day: Wednesday, November 6, 2024 

 

 



We are looking for 
volunteers from our 
congregation for 
the 46th Annual 
Camp Eder Fall 
Festival on 
Saturday, October 
19th.  
Volunteers are 
needed for the 
following  

A sign-up sheet is 
located by the office 
window.  
 Questions to 

Stan Goodwin. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Family Promise 

2 Quilting 9 a.m.

Bible Study 9 a.m. 

(Zoom) 

Choir 7:30 p.m. 
Church Office 

Closed 
Family Promise 

3 
Grief Support Group 

1 p.m. (Library) 

Handbells 6:30 p.m. 

Family Promise 

4 

Family Promise 

5 

Family Promise 

6 Food for New

Hope 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Love Feast 6 p.m. 

7 

CROP Walk Comm. 

7 p.m. (Library) 

8 Men’s Breakfast

9 a.m. (Brother’s 

Restaurant) 

Executive Comm. 
Meeting 7 p.m. 

9 Quilting 9 a.m.

Bible Study 9 a.m. 

(Zoom) 
Ladies Luncheon 

11:30 a.m. (Lower 
Allen Diner) 

Choir 7:30 p.m.

10 
BHA Little Black 

Dress Soiree 

Handbells 6:30 p.m. 

11 12 

13 
Sunday School 9 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 

College Care 
Packages Deadline 

14 
Knitting Group  
1 p.m. (Library) 

Willing Learners - - 

15 
Caregiver Support 
Group 1 p.m. 

(Library) 

Class Reserved - - 

16 Quilting 9 a.m.

Bible Study 9 a.m. 
(Zoom) 

Lunch & Learn 
Fellowship 11:30 

a.m.
Choir 7:30 p.m.

17 

-- - Packing College - 

18 Fellowship Hall

Reserved 2 p.m. – 
Sat. 10 a.m. (CROP 

Walk) 

Care Packages 

19 November

Newsletter 
Deadline 

Camp Eder Fall 

Fest 

20 Family Promise

Donations 

Promotion Bible 
Sunday 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 

CROP Walk

21 22 23 Quilting 9 a.m.

Bible Study 9 a.m. 

(Zoom) 
Choir 7:30 p.m. 

24 25 26 TRUNK OR

TREAT – FALL 
FUN DAY 
(MCOB Parking Lot) 

27 
Sunday School 9 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Fall Congregational 
Forum 

28 
Knitting Group  
1 p.m. (Library) 

Church Book Club 
7 p.m. (Zoom) 

29 30 Quilting 9 a.m.

Bible Study 9 a.m. 
(Zoom) 

Choir 7:30 p.m. 

31 
Fellowship Hall 
Reserved 

(Cumberland 
County) 

2024 

October 


